
 
 

GRADE 9-12 Summer Reading  
In September, your assigned ELA teacher will ask you to share your reading experience.  Each teacher will have an 
identified activity.  We will also have library “Book Talk” sessions for students to discuss their books and swap with 

one another. 
 

Below are TWO separate written assignments that may be completed for extra-credit.  It is NOT REQUIRED; 
however, any student who completes one of the grade level assignments will receive ELA extra-credit points for the 

1st marking period.  
 

OPTION #1 
EXTRA CREDIT for Grades 9-12 

NOVEL NOTE-TAKING - OPTION #1 
Directions: Answer each entry with several COMPLETE sentences. Be specific when possible.  (Handwritten or 
typed is acceptable) 
 
Author Title (and subtitle)  
 
Setting: Time period, time span (duration of time in the novel), any outstanding historical references (events, people)  
 
Principal Characters:  Names, main characteristics, relationships to one another, conflicts among or between 
characters, etc.  
 
Summary of Plot: Overall summary of what happens. Main conflicts and how these are resolved or treated 
 
Major Themes: Not subject matter; a theme is an underlying idea. (Share a minimum of 2) 
 
Method of Narration and Narrative Point of View: Who is telling the story, how, with what degree of knowledge,  
interest, passion, motivation for telling the tale, etc.  
 
Stylistic Features: Humor, satire, parody, irony, symbols, phrases, dialogue, scene descriptions, sensory 
perceptions, vivid language. In short, discuss anything that seems, striking, original, or somehow interesting or 
distinct. 
 
Personal Evaluation: Indicate whether this is your first or subsequent reading, and write a paragraph explaining 
frankly what you thought of the book. Ask yourself if you would recommend this work and what would be your 
reasons for your decision. 
 
 



 

 
 

OPTION #2 
EXTRA CREDIT for Grades 9-12 

NOVEL WRITING PROMPTS  
Directions: Choose 7 questions from the list below.  Answer each question with COMPLETE sentences.  Some 
questions will require more detail than others.  Some questions will require more writing than others.  Select 
questions that resonate with you and your reading experience. 
 

● Summarize the main events in this book.  
● Who is your favorite and least favorite character? Why?  
● Do any of the characters remind you of yourself, a family member, or a friend? How?  
● Are there situations in the story where you would have acted differently than one of the characters? Describe 

what you would have done.  
● Compare and contrast two characters. Include at least three important similarities and three important 

differences. 
● Describe the setting (time and place). Does it remind you of anywhere you are familiar with?  
● What do you like best about the story? The least? Why?  
● Does this story remind you of other books you have read, movies you have seen, or experiences you have 

had? Describe the similarities.  
● Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not?  
● Write three words from the story that you don't know. Look them up and define them. Write three sentences 

using each of these words.  
● If you could ask the author one question, what would it be? Why do you want to know this?  
● What do you think was the author’s purpose for writing this book?  
● What did the author do in order to "hook" the reader? Explain.  
● What "pictures" does the author create in your mind? Describe them 
● Have you learned anything interesting that you didn't know before reading this book? Explain.  
● Write a letter to one of the characters giving him/her advice on how to handle a problem or situation he/she is 

facing. Be sure to include a greeting and a closing.  
● If you could spend one day with a character, who would it be and what would you do? Explain why you chose 

these activities for this particular character.  
● Identify two meaningful lines from the book.  Write the lines in quotes, include page number(s), identify who 

said these words.  Share why you chose these lines. 
● Using the text, illustrate a descriptive passage, a key scene, or a character (this should take some time and 

effort ... no stick figures!). Describe the picture in a sentence or two.  
 


